Mr. LACET, from the Committee on the Public Lands, submitted the following' REPORT.
[To accompany H. R. 11016.] Your committee to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 11016) for the preservation of American antiquities, report the same back with the following amendments:
In line 3, page 1, after the word "shall," insert the words "willfully or wantonly."
In line 9, page 1, after the word "shall," insert "be guilty of a misdemeanor and."
On page 2, at the end of line 14, insert the following proviso: " Pro videdfurther, That no expense shall be incurred for special custodians under this act."
The various archaeological societies of the United States in the Fiftyeighth Congress presented the subject of the enactment of a bill along the lines proposed in the present bill. A full hearing was had on the matter by the Committee on the Public Lands, and a bill was reported to carry out the purpose proposed, but the bill did not receive action in the House in the last Congress.
The bill as above amended will, in the opinion of your committee, accomplish the purpose desired. There are scattered throughout the Southwest quite a large number of very interesting ruins. Many of .these ruins are upon the public lands, and the most of them are upon lands of but little present value. The bill' proposes to create small reservations reserving only so much land as may be absolutely necessary for the preservation of these interesting relics of prehistoric times.
Practically every civilized government in the world has enacted laws for the preservation of the remains of the historic past, and has provided that excavations and explorations shall be conducted in some systematic and practical way so as not to needlessly destroy buildings and other objects of interest.
-The United States should adopt some method of protecting these
The importance of the large number of historic and prehistoric ruins scattered over the semiarid region of the southwestern part of the United States has gradually come to be recognized. . Every cliff dwelling, every prehistoric tower, communal house, shrine, and burial mound is an object which can contribute something to the advancement of knowledge, and hence is worthy of preservation. Knowledge oi the extent, location, and nature of these ruins has been accumulating for many years. We now know them to be very numerous and of great value.
The question of the preservation of this vast treasury of information relative to our prehistoric tribes has come to be a matter of much concern to the American people. Fortunately there seems to be no barrier to the speedy accomplishment of this. By the prompt exercise of the authority lodged in various branches of the Interior Department the preservation of the ruins is assured. I shall endeavor to show that there is urgent need for the immediate exercise of this authority. This done, the work of legislation to the end that these regions may be made a perpetual source of education PRESERVATION OF AMERICAN ANTIQUITIES. 3 and enjoyment for the American people, as well as for travelers from foreign lands, may proceed with the careful deliberation which the subject demands.
Unquestionably some of these regions are sufficiently rich in historic and scientific interest and scenic beauty to warrant their organization into permanent national parks. Many others should be temporarily withdrawn and allowed to revert to the public domain after the ruins thereon have been examined by competent authority, the collections therefrom properly cared for, and all data that can be secured made a matter of permanent record.
General legislation providing for the creation and administration of such parks and providing for the excavation of ruins in the interest of science only is urgently needed. It is well known that during recent years an extensive traffic has arisen in relics from these ruins. In securing these, buildings, mounds, etc., have been destroyed. These relics are priceless when secured by proper scientific methods, and of comparatively little value when scattered about either in museums or private collections without accompanying records. No scientific man is true to the highest ideals of science who does not protest against this outrageous traffic, and it will be a lasting reproach upon our Government if it does not use its power to restrain it.
With a view to furnishing concise information upon which preservative measures may be based, I havo compiled the accompanying map, showing by geographical districts the location of the most important ruins in the pueblo region. My sources of information have been both official and unofficial, and the work is based upon the highest authority obtainable. However, the map is not intended to be mathematic ally correct. It will show approximately the location of important ruins. Some may have entirely disappeared since the maps were made from which this compilation is made, and more recent surveys might require important modifications. It may serve as a beginning for something more exact and more complete. I have prepared to accompany this a memorandum concerning the ruins located on each district, and have taken the .liberty to point out how adequate protection may be afforded such as are on the public domain.
Reference to the accompanying map will show at a glance that the distribution of the prehistoric tribes of the Southwest was determined by the drainage system. The great basins of the Rio Grande, the San Juan, the Little Colorado, and the Gila constitute the four great seats of prehistoric culture of the so-called pueblo region. The remains of this ancient culture are scattered extensively over these four areas, and it is not to be hoped nor would it be a service to science to attempt to preserve all these remains. They are of the three great types, pueblo ruins, cliff houses, and cavate dwellings, with their accompanying burial mounds, kivas, shrines, etc., and are practically innumerable. All measures for their preservation should look toward the encouragement of research and the advancement of knowledge and not toward its restriction. I am of the opinion that if the principal groups or districts of ruins of each great culture area can be protected by the Department of the Interior, and no excavation permitted thereon except by responsible parties bearing proper permission from the Department, the highest interests of the people will be held.
1 have shown on the accompanying map that the majority of the ruins of the four great basins are embraced in twenty districts. The circles on the map are not intended to fix absolutely the boundaries of these districts. They are merely intended to show approximately how the ruins may be grouped for convenience and reference.
The districts are grouped as follows: i. The Eio Grande basin. 4. The Zufii district. This culture area, lying wholly in New Mexico, embraces the Eio Grande Valley, with its tributaries, from Ojo Caliente on the north to Socorro on the south and from Acoma on the west to the plains east of the Manzano Mountains.
1. The Pajarito Park district.-This district lies between the Rio Grande on the east and the Jemez Mountains on the west and extends from Ojo Caliente on the north to Cochiti on the south. In the northern partare the ruins of Homay o, Houiri (Ho we re) and Pose, on Ojo Caliente Creek. Ten miles west, below El Rito, is the large ruin of Sepawi (Se paw we). Near the village of Abiquiu, on the Rio Chama, is the important ruin of Tsiwari (Tsi wa re). These are all pueblo ruins and not well preserved.
The central portion of the district is the Pajarito Park proper, the region that has for some years been under withdrawal by the General Land Office and favorably reported on for a national park, for which it has many advantages, being of great scenic beauty, accessible, and one of the richest in the Southwest in well-preserved prehistoric remains. It contains innumerable cavate houses, a vast number of small pueblo ruins, and the ruina of thegreat communal dwellings of Puye, Otowi, Tsankiwi (Tsan ke we), Navakwi (Nav a kwe), and Pajarito or Tchrega. Vandalism has greatly diminished among these ruins since the park has been under withdrawal.
In the southern part of this district, between the Rito de los Frijoles and Cochiti, are the ruins of six pueblos, and a considerable number of cavate houses, the interesting Cueva Pintada (painted cave), and the famous shrines known as the Stone Lions of Potrero de las Vacas and Potrerp do los Idolos.
2. The Pecos district.-The principal ruins of this district are those of the old pueblo of Pecos on the abandoned Pecos pueblo grant. These are very important ruins, consisting of the two large communal houses and the remains of the old mission church, the first misson founded on the soil of the United States. These are the only ones of the numerous ruins in the upper Pecos Valley that can be preserved. All others are well-nigh obliterated.
3. The Gran Quivira district.-These interesting ruins lie on the plains east of the Manzano Mountains. The principal ones are those of Tabira (Gran Quivira), Abo, and Cuaray. AH are pueblo ruins of the historic epoch, and at each place are the ruins of interesting mission churches. The ruins of this district should be officially investigated.
4. The Jemez district.-The rnins of 17 ancient pueblos are recorded as being located in the Jemez Valley north of Jemez pueblo. Most of them have not been accurately located. Such of them are still preserved and on public lands are within the limits of the proposed Jemez Forest Reserve, now temporarily withdrawn. The most important ruins in the district are those of the old pueblo of Ginsewa. They lie 12 miles north of Jatnez pueblo and include the ruins of the stately old mission church of San Diego de Jemez, built early in the seventeenth century, the second oldest mission church on the soil of the United States. An investigation of this district is needed.
5. The Acoma district.-A large number of valuable pueblo ruins are scattered over this district to the south and southwest of the pueblo of Acoma and southeast to the neighborhood of Magdalena. Many other of lesser importance are to the north and west. It is a region of great interest, the pueblo of Acoma itself being one of the most interesting objects in the Southwest. Near by it is the famous Mesa Encantada. Unfortunately there has been but little investigation of this district, so that we have no important accounts of its ruins. It is a district that is greatly in need of official examination.
The ruins of the San Juan basin consists of botli large and small communal houses and true cliff dwellings in great numbers. They are scattered in numerous irregular groups over the contiguous portions of New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, and Arizona. All the ruins of the San Juan and its tributaries have suffered much from destructive collectors.
1. Nowhere else is there such a splendid group of prehistoric buildings in a fair state of preservation. They have been made the subject of special investigation by the Hyde exploring expedition of New York, under Dr. George H. Pepper. A splendid collection from this district is installed in the American Museum of Natural History in New York City. In due time we shall doubtless have a full report of this excellent piece of work. This district has also been made the subject of a special investigation by Mr. S. J. Holsinger, whose comprehensive manuscript report, with accompanying photographs, in the office of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, affords much valuable information. This extensive region, embraced in the valley of the Little Colorado and its tributaries, is preeminently a region of pueblo ruins, though some cave dwellings are found. It is especially rich in prehistoric pottery. Because of its wealth of relics this region has suffered more than any other from the traffic in prehistoric wares. However, we are fortunate in that Dr. J. Walter Fewkes, of the Bureau of American Ethnology, has made the districts of the Little Colorado a subject of research for many years. His voluminous reports on this region have put us in possession of a vast amount of information on the archaeology and ethnology of the Southwest. His collections from Sikyatki for the National Museum, made in 1895 with the assistance of Mr. F. W. Hodge, of the Smithsonian Institution, together with the collections made from the Holbrook district by Doctors Fewkes and Hough, form probably the most valuable collection of prehistoric pottery in existence.
Another extensive collection of pottery from this region may be seen in the Field Columbian Museum, in Chicago.
1. The Tusayan district. -The Hopi Plateau is a region of pueblo ruins. The buildings are not well preserved, and. there are probably no ruins in the district that demand permanent preservation. It is, however, exceedingly important that they should be protected from further unauthorized excavation. There are many ruins on the northern part of this reservation that have not been explored.
2. The Flagstaff district.-The important group of ruins in Walnut Canyon are good types of cliff dwellings. These have received special attention from the Secre-6 PRESERVATION OF AMERICAN ANTIQUITIES.
tary of the Interior. The group of pueblo ruins which lie from 5 to 15 miles northwest of Black Falls have been examined and reported on by Doctor Fewkes. He pronounces them among the most important in the Southwest. They are entirely without protection.
3. The Holbrook district. This is a region of numerous pueblo ruins, some of which have been examined and reported on by Doctors Fewkes and Hough. The MuseumGates expedition of 1901, Doctor Hough's report of which we now have, has advanced our knowledge of portions of. this region very much. Doctor Hough has published particularly interesting information concerning, the ruins jn the Petrified Forest. The traffic in prehistoric wares from th'e^ Holbrook district has been deplorably active. Many thousands of pieces of excavated pottery have"been shipped from Holbrook alone, and collections embracing several thousands of pieces are now in the hands of dealers at various towns in the district and are offered for sale. These collections have been made, for the most part, by Indians and native Mexicans in the employ of traders, and are devoid of authentic records. The district is not rich in ruins that demand permanent protection, but it is in great need of temporary protection pending further serious investigation by competent parties. This is another region that embraces practically every species of prehistoric ruins. It is of vast extent and comprises, besides the valley of the Gila proper, the large valleys of the Salt and Verde rivers. As a seat of prehistoric culture it was one of the most extensive and populous. Many ruins of these three great valleys are on irrigable lands, and accordingly have disappeared with the advancement of agriculture. 2. The San Carlos district.-Of the ruins on this district we have very little information beyond that obtained by Mr. A. F. Bandelier, to whose indefatigable exploration we owe so much of our knowledge of the Southwest. Both pueblo and cliff ruins are known to exist in various parts of the district, almost all of which are situated within the limits of the San Carlos Apache Reservation. Ruins are reported from near San Carlos, from various points along the Upper Salt River, on White Mountain Creek, the Carrizzo, the Cibicu, and the Final.
3. The Lower Gila district.-Many ruins of this district have disappeared during recent years because situated upon agricultural land. Our archaeological knowledge of the district is due, for the most part, to the Hemenway expedition under the late Mr. Gushing, to Mr. Mindeleff, and Doctor Fewkes. The famous Casa Grande ruin has for several years been under the care of the Government. The best collection from the district is that obtained by the Hemenway expedition. It is in the Peabody Museum at Harvard University.
4. The middle Gila district.-The ruins of this part of the Gila Valley are mostly on agricultural lands, though many cliff ruins are known to exist in outlying districts. Pueblo ruins are very plentiful about Solomonville, but are not well preserved. The largest is that of Pueblo Viejo. Ruins are also numerous about Clifton and along the Blue River. We have some reports on ruins of this district by Mr. Bandelier and Doctor Fewkes. There is need for further investigation and report as to the present condition of these ruins.
5. The Upper Gila district. It is known that there are many ruins on the Upper Gila and its tributaries near Fort Bayard, the Mimbres, and near Silver City. They are almost entirely within the Gila Forest Reserve. These ruins should be'officially investigated and reported on, as we have very meager information concerning them.
